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UM PHARMACY GRADUATE NEARS GOAL
By Maribeth Dwyer
University of Montana
Office of University Relations

MISSOULA-In October, Marci Bray will be what she spent five years becoming-- a registered
pharmacist.
Bray entered the University of Montana in 1976 and in 1981 finished the fiveyear program leading to the degree of bachelor of science in pharmacy.

Upon gradu

ation in June, she took and passed both the theoretical and practical parts of the
State Board of Pharmacy examination.
She was allowed to take the practical part of the test because she was so close
to completion of the board's experience requirement.
Dr. Gayle A. Cochran of the UM pharmacy faculty explained that, in addition to
passing the "state boards," students must chalk up a total of 1,500 hours of practical
experience as interns and externs in a certified pharmacy, hospital or other approved
facility before they are licensed as registered pharmacists.
Students do their internships during school vacations or after graduation and their
externships during the academic year.

Externs spend a quarter off campus working 200

hours in a retail pharmacy and 200 hours in a hospital in order to become familiar
with both kinds of facilities.
Bray externed in Missoula at St. Patrick Hospital and Savmor Drug.

She satisfied

part of her internship requirement at the Veterans Administration Center, Helena,
and is finishing it at Palmer's Drug, Missoula.
(over)

UM PHARMACY GRADUATE-- add one

The young woman with beauty and brains is happy with her career, choice^and
hopes to find a position in a retail pharmacy in Missoula next month when she canofficially write ’’registered pharmacist” on her job application.
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